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About Us

We are STAIR, the student organization for computer science at
Lucerne University of Applied Sciences and Arts. Our goal is to
make your everyday student life more varied and enjoyable.

During the semester, we regularly organize events and parties, so
there is always something going on outside of your studies. We
also represent your interests to the university management, the
authorities, and the lecturers.

In addition, we provide various infrastructure for your free use,
such as a foosball table, a cozy lounge, and microwaves.
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In a Nutshell

1. Start studying early

Don't wait until right before exams to start studying. Start early instead. This helps you avoid stress.
Timeboxing is a good method: plan fixed study times and stick to them. For difficult modules,
writing summaries or reviewing all the slides again helps.

2. Use Studentbox

You should definitely know about Studentbox. There you find summaries and past exams for every
module.

3. Find your best study environment

Some people like studying at home, others prefer the library, though it can get crowded there
during exam period. Try different spots, like the Study Jungle on the 4th floor, the Aquarium on the
2nd floor, or the terrace in summer. This helps you find where you study best.

4. Have fun and meet new people

Studying is more than lectures and exams. Meet new people, for example at STAIR events or the
STAIR lounge on the 4th floor, where you can relax with others. In summer, you find many students
in the outdoor area and at the Docker Bar.

5. Attend classes in person

Go to lectures on campus to connect with others. This helps you get to know your fellow students
better.

6. Use what the HSLU offers

Take advantage of student discounts and the sports and language course offerings. If you have
questions or need support, the mentoring programs and psychological counseling can help.

7. Ask questions

Studying brings many new terms and concepts. Ask questions when you don't understand
something. There are no dumb questions. Others often have the same questions but don't dare to
ask them.
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Study Planning

Module Directory

In the module directory, you will find all the modules available on your degree programme, along
with their respective module descriptions. There you will find detailed information on the content,
learning outcomes, prerequisites and assessment methods for each module.

The module descriptions serve as a basis for your module selection and help you to plan your
studies.

Curriculum

The curriculum shows you the structure of your degree programme, which modules are scheduled
for which semester, how they are divided into compulsory, extension and supplementary modules,
and how many ECTS credits are awarded per module and per semester. It serves as an overview to
help you plan your studies and check whether you are on track to meet the requirements for
graduation.

Module Types
There are five types of module:

¢ Core module (C module): Teaching the essential skills for subject area

¢ Related module (R module): Teaching advanced skills for subject area (including major
modules)

¢ Minor module (M module): Teaching skills outside your subject area

* Project module: Practical application of professional knowledge

¢ Bachelor's thesis: Application and consolidation of the key elements of the programme

A module comprises 3 credits or a multiple thereof and is taught in German or English. Each module

consists of contact teaching and self-study. The proportion of time allocated to each component is
specified in the relevant module description.
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https://modulverzeichnis.hslu.ch/
https://mycampus.hslu.ch/de-ch/info-i/infos-und-dokumente/bachelor/bachelor-allgemein/moduleinschreibung/modulbeschriebe-und-curriculum/

Module Registration

A few weeks before module registration opens, you will find the timetables on MyCampus, including
all the modules you can take during the upcoming semester.

After the first registration window, there is a second registration window. This gives you another
opportunity if you were unable to secure all the modules you wanted during the first round or if
you would like to make changes to your selection.

Tip: If your preferred module is full during the second registration window, it is worth
checking back regularly, as there is no waiting queue! A place in a specific module is not
guaranteed. In addition, a module will only take place if enough students register.

Language and ISA Modules

If you would like to take a language or an ISA module, you must register outside the regular
enrollment period. The only exception is certain English modules that are offered directly by the
HSLU Department of Computer Science. ISA modules are interdisciplinary courses jointly offered by
HSLU, the University of Lucerne, and the Lucerne University of Teacher Education (PH Luzern). If
earning ECTS credits is important to you, make sure to check in advance whether the module is
eligible for credit.

Block Weeks

Block weeks take place before the start of the new semester, but they are still considered part of the
previous semester. For example, the block weeks at the beginning of September 2026 belong to the
Spring Semester 2026. Participation is optional and offers a great opportunity to earn additional
ECTS credits.

During a block week, you complete an elective module within one or two weeks. Classes usually run
full-time from Monday to Friday.

A variety of extension and supplementary modules are offered, many of them from the ISA
program, allowing you to broaden your studies with topics outside your main curriculum.

Registration for block weeks is separate from the regular enrollment process. You will be informed
in advance when registration opens. Please note that block weeks may include preparatory and
follow-up work, so be sure to plan enough time for them.

Studying Abroad

If you would like to spend part of your studies abroad, the International Office is your first point of
contact. Each semester, it organizes an information session about studying abroad and is happy to
answer any questions you may have.
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https://www.hslu.ch/de-ch/informatik/international/
https://mycampus.hslu.ch/de-ch/info-i/infos-und-dokumente/bachelor/bachelor-allgemein/moduleinschreibung/einschreibung/
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During the Semester

Assessments

Since the Fall Semester 2026, assessments are no longer required for admission to final exams. If you
are enrolled in a module, you are automatically required to take the final exam. If you receive a
failing grade but successfully complete your degree overall, the failed result will still not appear on
your Transcript of Records.

Tutorials

Some modules offer tutorials during the semester. These sessions are led by students who achieved
excellent results in the module. If there is anything from the lectures or exercises that you do not
fully understand, tutorials are a great way to get additional support.

Studentbox

Studentbox contains notes, summaries, and solutions for a variety of modules. These documents are
created by students for students. Therefore, keep in mind that not all materials are up to date.

If you benefit from the platform, consider uploading your own notes or resources as well. Other
students will appreciate it.

Canteen and Lunch

The campus has its own canteen, where you can choose from a selection of lunch menus at a
discounted price of around CHF 10. There are also vegetarian options, as well as a pasta station and
a salad bar.

If you prefer to bring your own lunch, microwaves are available in the self-service dining area on the
2nd floor.
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https://studentbox.ch/#!/category/1651/
https://www.zfv.ch/de/essen-gehen/hslu-informatik-wirtschaft-restaurant-food-stoffi

Sports Activities

and employees of the Lucerne universities. You can find training sessions, courses, camps, and
events covering many different sports.

In addition, HSCL provides health and sports consultations as well as massage and Shiatsu
treatments. Digital resources are also available for exercises you can do at home.

Participation requires authorization. Check the website to find out which requirements apply and
how to register for a course.

Printing and Scanning

Your physical HSLU Card also functions as a copy card. You need it for printing, copying, and
scanning. The cost is deducted directly from your card balance.

You can print directly from a USB stick at the printer or via myprint.hslu.ch (within the HSLU
network) from your own laptop. To scan, hold your HSLU Card against the card reader and save the
scanned document to a USB stick or send it to yourself by email.

A mobile book scanner is also available free of charge in the copy room.

Photocopying One side Double side
A4 black/white CHF 0.10 CHF0.20
Al colour CHF 0.50 . CHF 1.00

. A3 black/white CHF 0.20 ' CHF 0.40
A3 colour CHF 1.00 CHF 2.00
Scanning For free For free

Copying and Scanning Prices, International Student Guide
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Exam Period

Preparation

Exam preparation is very individual and personal. Some people prefer studying early in the morning,
while others are only fully focused in the evening. Some learn best alone and in a quiet
environment, while others benefit from study groups.

Over time, you will find out what works best for you. Here are a few tips based on our experience:

¢ Don't be afraid to leave some gaps in your knowledge. Often, it is better to neglect a topic
that causes you major difficulties and focus on the remaining material. If you get stuck on one
topic and neglect reviewing the rest of the material, it will probably not benefit you

* Don't start too late. It is important to begin preparing in good time, especially if you have
many exams. Exam periods are always demanding. Don't make things harder for yourself by
postponing all the work until the last moment

* Solve exercises and previous exams. Applying what you have learned quickly shows where
there are still gaps in your knowledge. However, make sure you do not rely only on previous
exams, as this can easily backfire

¢ Create a study plan that shows when you will prepare which topics. This gives you an overview
and helps you stay on schedule. Also make sure to include breaks and buffer time in your plan

Results

The exam results are published on a specific date (see key dates) in MyCampus under My Studies >
My Registrations and are continuously updated throughout the day. So, if you have nothing
planned that day, you could keep spamming the F5 key and be the first to inform your fellow
students. Or be smart and wait until someone else does it for you. Waiting until the evening and
checking your results calmly is also an option.

If you receive the grade FX (3.5), you will have the opportunity to take the FX exam (re-exam). This
exam is held only once and determines whether you pass the module with a grade 4 or fail it.

If you fail a module (grade F), you should request an exam review. This is the best way to learn from
your mistakes.

Note: Not all modules offer a re-exam. In this case, you will directly receive the grade F
(failed).
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https://mycampus.hslu.ch/de-ch/stud-i/mein-studium/meine-anmeldungen/
https://mycampus.hslu.ch/de-ch/stud-i/mein-studium/meine-anmeldungen/

Grade Overview

The quality of your exams is expressed using both a numerical grade and an ECTS grade. The latter
shows how your performance compares to that of other students in the same course. Unlike a
regular grade, it does not evaluate your performance on an absolute scale, but rather relative to the
group.

The ECTS grade is useful for international applications or a semester abroad, as numerical grading
systems vary significantly between countries. It can also help you better understand how strong
your numerical grade actually is. For example, you may receive a grade 5 with an ECTS grade of B (a
direct conversion would be C), which means that the exam was difficult and that your grade of 5
represents a good to very good performance.

If fewer than 50 students participate and achieve a passing grade, the ECTS grade is assigned
linearly based on the numerical grade.

Traditional Grading: Grading according to ECTS:
1:1, if normalized, if
< 50 achieved = 50 achieved
6 excellent A 10%
5.5 very good B 25%
5 good C 30%
4.5 satisfactory D 25%
4 sufficient E 10%
3.5 FX [E or F] FX [E or F]
insufficient F F
25 poor F
2 weak F F
1.5 very weak F F
unusable F F

Assessment “Traditional Grading & ECTS", Orientation Day Spring Semester 2026

Repeating a Module

You can usually repeat a failed core module once. A second repetition is only possible in justified
exceptional cases and only if your overall academic performance in your other modules is good.
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) Beratungsstelle
Campus Luzezn

Psychological Support,
Guidance and Counseling

Free psychological counseling for students and
employees of PH Luzern, HSLU, and the University of
Lucerne in cases of stress, anxiety, crises, or personal
difficulties.

Individual support to
strengthen personal resources Up to 5 sessions for free, with
and coping strategies confidentiality guaranteed

Walter-von-Moos-Promenade 4 D, 6005 Lucerne « Building “Perron” next to Lucerne Train Station

A wide range of topics such as
resilience, stress management,
or procrastination

info@pblu.ch + pblu.ch

ANONYMOUS LISTENING SERVICE FOR YOUR CONCERNS

Feeling sad, lonely, or
angry?

A listening service by students for students. Call or chat
anonymously and confidentially. Available during the

semester, Sunday to Thursday, 8 pm to midnight.

AVAILABILITY ANONYMOUS & CONFIDENTIAL

Sunday to Thursday, 8 pm to Whether by phone or chat, a
midnight, during the safe space to talk
semester

Zentralstrasse 9, 6003 Lucerne

TOPICS

Love, studies, family, or
worries about the future: the
topic doesn’t matter

041510 06 85 + info@luna-lu.ch « luna-lu.ch



mailto:info@pblu.ch
https://pblu.ch/
mailto:info@luna-lu.ch
https://luna-lu.ch/
https://www.pblu.ch/
https://luna-lu.ch/
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Become part ot
the board!



https://stair.ch/bewerbung/

Contact

You can find the latest information
in our regular email newsletter, as
well as on Instagram, WhatsApp, and
Discord.

Feel free to contact us at any time
with concerns, questions, or
suggestions.

WEBSITE E-MAIL

stair.ch info@stair.ch

FOLLOW US

WhatsApp


mailto:info@stair.ch
https://stair.ch/
https://stair.ch/instagram
https://stair.ch/whatsapp
https://stair.ch/discord
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Upcoming Events

SEPTEMBER
Welcome Party Rotkreuz

General Meeting

22

Rotkreuz

29

OCTOBER
Rotkreuz

ITeach Party — STAIR x PHZG

[ 2 |
| 8 | Pub Crawl Luzern
| 15 | Pub Quiz Rotkreuz
| 23 | Zentral Hack — Hackathon Rotkreuz
NOVEMBER
5 Wine Tasting Rotkreuz
24 Arcade Tournament Meierskappel

DECEMBER
Rotkreuz

Boardgame Night x Poker

Rotkreuz

| 8
[ 18 | Winter Party



https://stair.ch/events/
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